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13th March 2020
Dear parents and carers,

 

We continue to receive daily updates from the Department for Education (DfE) about the Coronavirus and the Local Authority is also regularly in touch with all schools regularly.

 

Whilst there has been much on the media and social media about schools closing, the 'official' advice we are receiving at the moment is that schools will remain open and that they should deal with each individual case if and when it occurs. 

 

We are aware that some private companies and organisations where parents work are telling their staff to stay away from work and to self-isolate if they have any cold/flu-like symptoms or if anyone in their family has symptoms. This is not the advice that schools have been given at this time. If things change we will, of course, let you know. The Local Authority is in touch with the DfE and pushing for more guidance for schools, particularly in relation to medically vulnerable children/families and in relation to examinations. They will keep us informed. If you are in any doubt about the situation within your family relating to illness, please call 111 and speak to the NHS who will give you the best, up-to-date advice.

 

We have put together a robust risk plan relating to the virus which was shared and approved with members of our governing body last night. This plan is constantly evolving according to latest information. It includes the decision making process which would need to take place if we have a number of staff absent, due to either illness or self-isolation, as we would be unable to remain open if staffing levels drop below a reasonable level. In this situation, we will, of course, inform parents as soon as we can, but advise all families to put 'contingency plans' in place should this occur. 

 

We continue to remind children about the importance of washing hands thoroughly using soap and warm water, to use a tissue to catch coughs and sneezes, to wipe runny noses - and then put tissues in the bin. Thank you to all our families who are saying the same thing to their children outside of school and applying the same practice at home. Our cleaning team continue to do a thorough job every evening, paying particular attention to door handles, surfaces and toilet areas. 

 

Our teaching staff are busy creating home learning packs should the school close. Additional information will be sent to all parents and children when, and indeed if, all schools are to close. Home learning will comprise of daily tasks uploaded to the school’s class pages on our website which will be supported by video explanations created by the teachers when necessary. We are currently creating home learning packs for each child so that the daily tasks uploaded on the school website can be completed in a structured way. We are also finalising an internal Brington School blogging facility so that children can contact their teachers should they require any assistance with the work set. Many of the children have used this facility before, but we will still issue new passwords and training (with an e-safety focus) for all children starting on Monday.  All staff will be monitoring the blogs daily in the event of a school closure.

 

Thank you for your support and understanding at this time. We know that many of you are anxious and will do our best to keep you informed with the most up-to-date information as and when we receive it.

Best wishes
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