[image: image1.png]


                                                                                                                   Headteacher: Mr Mark Farrell 

Church Lane

Brington

Huntingdon



Cambs

PE28 5AE

Tel: 01832 710383

                                                                                                           







Fax x: 01832 710196

Office@brington.cambs.sch.uk
www.brington.org  

16th March 2020
Dear parents and carers,

 

I have promised to keep you up to date with information about the coronavirus as and when we receive it from the government.

  

We are following all the advice and guidance that the DfE are giving us relating to absence, what to do if children or staff become unwell on site, cleaning and disinfecting the school and hand washing.

 

Many parents have phoned us or popped in to ask us for advice about whether their child should be in school or not. Clearly, we are not medical professionals and can only act on the same advice that everyone in the country has been given about symptoms. The paragraph in the DfE's email today about being unwell is helpful - if asked we will be saying the same thing:

"staff young people and children should stay at home if they are unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature to avoid spreading infection to others. Otherwise they should attend education or work as normal."

We cannot give advice beyond this. We know that in most cases it might just be a normal cough/cold - but if you and/or your child have either or both of these symptoms we ask that you take the government's advice and let us know. We will support your decisions. The government have told us to code absence for reasons linked to coronavirus with a special code which will not penalise you or your family.

 

The biggest challenge schools face at the moment is being able to keep our staff team healthy so that we are adequately staffed. We also do not want to run events that may place them in a position to being exposed to more people in the school than is necessary for the normal day to day business of teaching and learning to take place. The local authority has asked schools to review their calendar of events to see where we can limit the risk of cross infection. 
It has been a very difficult decision to make, but we have decided that The Owls Class Mothers’ Day Lunch will not take place and parents and members of the Brington community will not be able to attend Celebration Assemblies until further notice. We feel that it is responsible to not have classrooms, our dining room and school hall crowded with members of the public, some of which may be from particularly vulnerable groups. As soon as the immediate risk is over, I will contact you to let you know when we will reorganise all events cancelled and when we will invite parents and carers back to Celebration Assemblies. 

With regards to the possibility of school closure, we have a robust action plan in place which will ensure that all children will be able to continue with their learning from home via the Internet and school website. For more information on this, please see my previous ParentMail message sent on 13/03/2020 (all of which I am now uploading to our school website:  http://bit.ly/2IMUPQZ).

We will obviously keep you informed of any changes or with any new information as we receive it. Thank you for your support and understanding. I am extremely grateful to the sensible approach that our families and carers have taken in light of the current situation. The calm and reasonable communications with parents and carers that we have encountered has really helped us keep the school’s reaction to this in proportion and has allowed us to carry on with the teaching of your children.

Best wishes
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