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18th March 2020
Dear Parents,

Please read the information below carefully.  These are challenging times and I can assure you that all of the Brington staff are working round the clock to ensure that all child safety measures are continually in place.   You will also be aware that the class structures have changed recently.  This has been done in order to ensure that teaching and learning continues whist we have several staff members working from home who fall within one of the categorised vulnerable groups. Due to capacity, we will therefore not be able to send home individual learning packs for children who are already off from school. However, as already shared in previous correspondence, we have a robust ‘daily home learning’ action plan for all children in the event of school closure. If your child is already off, the class pages on the school website do have learning activities which the children could access.

New guidance for households with symptoms

Yesterday, the Government introduced new guidance on whole household isolation in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak: 

	· if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), however mild, stay at home for 7 days from when your symptoms started

· if you live with others and you or another member of the household have symptoms of coronavirus, then all household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. It is likely that people living within a household will infect each other or be infected already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household could pass on to others in the community

· for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they are on in the original 14-day isolation period.


The symptoms are: 

	· A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above)

· A new, continuous cough


The full stay at home guidance for households with these symptoms can be found here: 

	· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


Children with underlying medial concerns 
All children that have underlining medical concerns that are mentioned in the government’s advice as needing to take part in ‘social-distancing’, have been contacted and spoken to personally about their child attending school and parents are aware of the precautions that they are now needing to take. 
Children becoming ill at school 
Any child who becomes ill at school with the symptoms outlined below, will be separated from others in a calm child friendly area and looked after appropriately. Parents and carers will be expected to collect their children immediately, to limit the risk to staff and other children so please ensure that you are contactable at all times and respond to messages being left by the school quickly.

Handwashing advice

The most important thing individuals can do to protect themselves is to wash their hands more often, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and water. Public Health England recommends that in addition to handwashing before eating, and after coughing and sneezing, everyone should also wash hands after using toilets and travelling on public transport. 

Watch this short NHS film for guidance: 

	· https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU


Department for Education coronavirus helpline

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about COVID-19 relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday), 10am to 4pm (Saturday to Sunday) 

There is a lot of information to take in and things are changing constantly. Please ensure that you are kept up to date with any new information from the school by checking parent mail’s regularly.
Thank you in advance for your continued support and patience while the school tries to manage the current situation.

Best wishes
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Mr Farrell

Headteacher
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