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18th May 2020
SCHOOL RE-OPENING

Dear parents and carers,
         

As you will be aware, the government has announced the intention, subject to further alert level monitoring, for schools to start opening from the 1st June for EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils initially.  Whilst the Government’s guidance remains brief and is rapidly changing, there are many questions still being asked at a local, county and national level. However, the Brington Staff are continuing to plan for any eventuality.   We also must remember that this could change over the next two weeks with a final government announcement on opening not expected until the days just before the 1st June.

 

More information will be sent through to you as soon we are made aware of it. The government advice for schools on Tuesday last week was already different to Monday’s and Sunday’s, so we are working hard to keep ourselves up to date with changes as they happen.  In order to consider fully what might be appropriate and achievable, it is important to determine the number of pupils that might be expected in school. I am grateful to all of the parents who responded to the survey last week. A second survey will be sent out to parents of EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 children at some point in the near future which will ask the following questions:
1. What is your child’s name?
2. Will you be sending your child to school on 1st June 2020?

3. If you have answered no to the above question, do you intend to send your child back to school before the end of the academic year?

By responding to this survey, you will be helping us to risk assess and plan for any child provision next month. In addition to the survey, we will be sending out further information documents and videos which will help you to make a well-informed decision. I would like to add that if you change your mind after 1st June 2020, we will be able to accommodate your request, but your child will only be able to attend school the following week as Local Authority guidance states that the staff and child groups identified will need to remain the same for each entire week to avoid cross contact. Videos have also been created by the Brington Team and are designed to be shared with your child/children to aid transition if you choose to send them to school on 1st June. The government have stipulated that they intend all children, from all primary school year groups, to attend school by the end of June 2020. We are waiting for further guidance on this and will update you as soon as we receive it. 
    

Our main priority is safety. We want to make it clear that unfortunately, school will not be the same place the children left due to strict government guidelines and high level risk assessments. Final details are hugely dependent on the number of children in school and our available staff. This may mean a variety of changes: not all children from the identified years can attend; smaller groups; redeployment of adults to other groups; part time schooling; changes to routines including arrival and departure times; limiting resources available; an absence of group and paired work; changes to the curriculum; social distancing and limited movement around the school.

 

Whilst we will do everything we can to limit the risk to your child, we will be unable to provide a completely risk free environment. This is due to the nature of young children and the fact that we will have groups of children and adults on the school site at any given time.

 

Last week, I attended (virtually) a Headteacher’s briefing with Jonathan Lewis, the Director of Education for Cambridgeshire. He made it clear to Headteachers that the decision whether to send a child to school remains with parents and that there will be no sanctions against parents who choose to continue to educate their children at home during the summer term.  The government has also reiterated this. Therefore, we continue to fully support your decisions as you consider what is best for your child and family. There are many benefits to being in school but you must make the right decision for yourselves. 
More information will be sent out in the near future. However, if you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me (head@brington.cambs.sch.uk).
Best wishes
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